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The Fight Against Terror 
Singapore’s National Security Strategy 

 
“We have committed ourselves to the global campaign against 

terrorism. In this, we must not waver. We may face setbacks, but 
terrorism cannot defeat us unless we allow it to. I am confident 

Singaporeans will rise to the challenge.” 
 

Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam 
Deputy Prime Minister 

Coordinating Minister for Security and Defence 
August 2004 
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IInnttrroodduuccttiioonn  
 

 
 

1 Post September 11, 2001, terrorism remains a threat for all nations including 
Singapore. Its shape and form have been witnessed in the tragic events reported 
around the world. While we cannot fully predict and prevent terrorist attacks, some 
measures can be taken to mitigate their effects on people and buildings should 
such unfortunate incidents occur. 

 
2 Past events have shown that the use of vehicle bombs is a common mode of 

attack. In such a situation, the effect of the bomb blast would depend mainly on 
the quantity of explosive used, whether the vehicle is a car or a truck as well as 
the distance of the blast from the building. 

 
3 Fire is another major threat. This could be the result of arson or the consequence 

of an explosion. In both cases, a large fire can result in high casualties and 
serious damage to the building, especially when escape or evacuation routes are 
blocked or damaged. 

 
4 The use of chemical, biological or radiological agents could also be a mode of 

attack. Such agents could be brought and released into a building or introduced 
from outside the building through air intakes or vents. 

 
5 It is difficult to determine which buildings would be at risk from an attack. In 

general it would likely be buildings of economic, cultural, or social importance or 
significance, and it could be private or public buildings. 

 
6 Furthermore, even if a building is deemed to be at risk, it is not easy to specify 

with certainty the details of the threat as they could constantly be changing over 
time and it also depends on the security measures and readiness of the building. 

 
7 Building owners should therefore adopt a prudent approach. A variety of possible 

threats should be considered and appropriate levels of security measures should 
be planned and provided so that in whatever form the threat takes, the effects 
arising from such a threat could be prevented or mitigated to as large an extent as 
possible. 
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8 There are currently no requirements in the building and fire codes relating to 

security and protection in a terrorist scenario. Building owners should decide on 
the extent of security provisions that they would like to have. In this connection, 
building owners could first seek the help of security professionals to assist them in 
conducting threats, vulnerabilities and risks assessment of their buildings. They 
could then appoint consultants to advise them on how their buildings’ structural, 
fire protection, emergency evacuation and services system, etc, may be 
improved, secured and protected to address the threats and vulnerabilities.  

 
9 For a new building, a combination of security measures could be employed during 

the design, construction or operation stages of the building as appropriate. It 
would involve active measures covering access control, security screening, and 
surveillance, as well as passive measures such as barriers and bollards. 

 
10 This booklet presents several relatively simple, practical and cost effective 

security measures and building design considerations that could help lessen the 
severity of a terrorist attack on a building. The measures listed are by no means 
comprehensive but it hopes to serve as a useful introduction to building owners, 
developers, designers, contractors and other stakeholders working on enhancing 
the safety of our buildings. 
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PPrroovviiddee  SSttaanndd--OOffff  DDiissttaannccee  
                                                                                         
 

 
Provide a stand-off distance between the building and a potential vehicle bomb as it 
is a most effective way of mitigating damage to the building. Stand-off distances 
could be achieved by passive measures such as screen walls, planter boxes, 
bollards, barriers, etc, or, by security measures related to access control, 
surveillance, detection, etc. 
 
 

     
             Low screen wall.                        Planter boxes and bollards.                                       Bollards. 
 
 

                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                            Transfer beams above a car park.     
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Buildings have key structural 
elements that help support 
their loads in a vital way. 
These key structural 
elements may include 
vertical columns, horizontal 
transfer beams, long span 
beams (of more than 20m) 
and cantilever structures 
(supported on one end only). 
Stand-off distances should 
be provided for these 
elements. Otherwise, if these 
key elements are damaged 
or destroyed, they could 
result in disproportionate 
collapse of the building.  

 


